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long as both were retained as they were, and the traditions maintained then it
was a good thing, but evil would be the day when the Constitution crumbled,
and its ideal was changed. (Applause.) Although he was going home to India
which was dear to him, he assured them that he would never forget South
Africa, and next to the homeland it would be nearest his thoughts. (Applause.)
Mr. Gandhi again rose, on behalf of Miss Schlesin, to thank the donors of
the address and set of books presented to her. He said that Miss Schlesin had
played a great part in the passive resistance movement. She had worked night
and day and thrown herself heartily into the work. She had not hesitated
even to court imprisonment but that was deni' d her. For many years she had
acted as his secretary and rendered valuable assistance to him in his public
work, but she was also no less than a sister to him. She had organised the
Transvaal Indian Women's Association and had acted, since its inauguration,
as honorary secretary,1
The Chairman (the Hon. R. Jameson) had recalled an instance which
he (the speaker) thought he might have forgotten, and that was when the scene
was laid in his office and he had approached him tremblingly, but also in the
fallest faith, that he was a friend of the community, that he had guided him,
as he well said, as a father would guide his child, in many things which he
wanted to do as a humble burgess of that beautiful borough, the garden of
South Africa.   He had approached him first with that proposal  of his in
connection with the offer of forming an ambulance corps and he, naturally,
as a soldier, had put a damper on his enthusiasm.  He had uttered words of
caution.  The speaker had gone away chastened but he had gone to another
friend. He did not know whether he was a soldier, but he knew that he was
an Imperialist and also that he had a kindly corner in his heart for him—
Mr. Laughton. His eyes beaming with delight, because he had never thought
that the Indians could ever make any such oflfer, he had said, never mind what
Jameson said, he should make the offer and he would see that the Govern-
ment would probably accept it, but even if they did not, his  countrymen
would rise in the estimation of the Colonists of Natal.  That sealed their fate.
The oflfer was made and was rejected.   He went over to Dr. Booth who was
then in charge of St Aidan's Mission and asked him whether he would give
them ambulance lessons. He formed the class and gave them those lessons for
three or four weeks. They continued to have them*  Most of those who made
the offer were Colonial-born Indians. Just then they all had the fear that the
enemy, now the friends of the British Empire, were descending upon Maritz-
burg and finally might  take the   Port of Durban   also.   The offer was
1 The gathering was then addressed by the Mayor who said Gandhiji had
done splendid work for the Indians not only in Durban but also in South
Afrka. He wished him godspeed on his voyage. The report which follows
appeared in Indian Opinion, 23-9-1914.

